
Expect the unexpected  
With the Rubble Rousers’ projects, you come to expect the unexpected.  
 
In the tired, broken parts of Kaiapoi, you would expect to see vacant lots, spaces disturbed by dust 
and rubble, and no signs of creative life. But the Rubble Rousers are changing the game in Kaiapoi – 
dressing up and reinvigorating the town one step at a time.  
 
This week the team has been working on the Old Little Rooster Site on Williams Street. The R13 
Trust, under the direction of sculptor Mark Larsen, designed, created and installed large, colourful 
wooden flowers, with materials donated by McAlpines Mitre 10.  
 
As a backdrop for the flowers, a youth group from Teen Missions International is busy painting a 
mural of the mountains and sky. The space, once representative of how the earthquakes have 
impacted Kaiapoi, is now a symbol of the future.   
 
Rubble Rousers’ Team Leader Jackie Watson says it is wonderful that local businesses are prepared 
to put money into the projects and local people are getting involved.  
 
“We want to say a huge thank you to Mitre 10 for donating all the timber and paint and also to Mark 
Larson. He has put in a huge amount of time building, painting and installing the flowers. Also thanks 
to all the youth involved with project.”  
 
Watson says the only thing missing from the display now is a picket fence and bark mulch, which will 
go in soon.   
 
Kaiapoi kids tie-dying up  
Those set to inherit the future of Kaiapoi Town Centre played an important role in tie-dying up below 
par areas today and not even the bitter cold winds of winter could keep them away.  
 
As part of the Kaiapoi Rubble Rousing initiatives popping up around town, the local Kaiapoi North 
Kidsfirst Kindergarten was invited to help decorate the drop zone fencing around the ANZ bank on 
Williams Street.  
 
Armed with ties and hats, chanting their support Kaiapoi slogan “hip-hip hooray”, each child chose a 
spot on the fence for an item of clothing and were photographed by friends and family while attaching 
them.  
 
Teacher Jill Chatterton says while it is difficult for children to understand an abstract idea, they do 
understand that earthquakes have damaged their homes and kindergarten. 
 
“The excursion today allowed the children to talk about and understand their links to the wider 
community. Their understanding is that Kaiapoi is the best town in New Zealand – the hats represent 
“hip-hip hooray” and that Kaiapoi is a fantastic place to live.”  
 
Kaiapoi’s very own art gallery  
It might be temporary, but it’ll have a permanent place in people’s minds as one of the first Rubble 
Rouser initiatives to pop up in Kaiapoi.  
 
Residents now have their very own outdoor art gallery, made with panels painted by Wai Youth and 
installed with the brawn of the Kaiapoi Menz Shed. The installation, which has been made with love 
for Kaiapoi, has a home for itself at the old Riverside Church on Charles Street.  
 



An eclectic mix of words of hope for Kaiapoi and some rather outside-the-square cartoonesque 
drawings, this gallery of creativity has breathed life into a tired space and is the second of many 
Rubble Rouser projects, which are all about colouring Kaiapoi with promise.  
 
Rubble Rousers leader Jackie Watson says the really positive thing about the instalment is that the 
panel materials and paint were donated by local business Sutherlands, the shingle came from Ready 
Mix Concrete, and it was local youth who committed their time to put paintbrush to paper. “There was 
a wide range of people who helped with this project and everybody seems so happy with it. Even if it 
just temporary, it is looking so much better.”  
 
If you can help out with providing building materials or supplies, or offer any items that can be used in 
projects, Rubble Rousers would love to hear from you. Please contact Linda Dunbar 03 3118900 extn 
2730 or 021 246 1757.  
 
Further information: 
Jackie Watson  
Ph 021 027 920 97  
Email rebuild.jackie@gmail.com 
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